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The            left at this point were taken up, and a new one left,

Coffin of the successful rescue, with directions to re-
turn to Vp?ruavik, the appointed rendezvous. This same course
was pursued at "Wostenholme Island and at Conical Rock, as the
relief         In time and turn reached and passed them.

Soon after midnight of June 26th, as the relief ships were

south through the leads near Saunders Island toward

the looser ice, several whalers were sighted from the masthead.

It was 3 A. ai. when the relief ships came up with them and an-

the successful rescue of Greely, with full details of the

incident.   This point was more than two hundred miles below

Cape Sabine, and was the most northerly point that any of this

Dundee whaling fleet had reached six days after the Thetis

north.   If, by any chance, the relief ships had been dis-

in the struggle, it would have been too late when the whaling

arrived at Cape Sabine to have saved Greely or any of his

party alive, for their lease of life on June 22d was not more than

forty-eight hours, according to the most liberal estimate of the

surgeons of the relief ships,

On reaching Saunders Island the weather outlook was bad,
with the barometer only a little above 29 inches. It was decided
to remain a few hours in this better anchorage to await develop-
ments from the moderate northerly gale then blowing. The
weather continuing the same, notwithstanding the low barometer,
a further advance was made toward Conical Eock, but before
arriving there the wind changed to the southward, packing the ice
so densely that some unimportant mishaps occurred to the Thetis.
After some delay she arrived on the morning of June 27th.
After a short sojourn at that point, the ships were off again for
Cape York and the passage of Melville Bay to Upernavik. Ap-
proaching the vicinity of Cape York, dense fog and snow en-
veloped the relief ships, compelling them to follow leads wher-
ever these appeared to offer the least obstruction up to Cape
York, where the ice pack had jammed in against the coast, forcing
a detour of about eighteen or twenty miles to reach the Bushnan
Islands, which lie east of the headland.

The passage across Melville Bay was confronted with almost
as much difficulty as in going north. It was realized that as much
care was to be taken to reach and hold a place in the open waterships to reach that cape about 10 P. M.tration of en-
